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During the last year the US SIMBAD Gateway Project continued to pro-
vide services like user registration to the US users of the SIMBAD database in
France. User registration is required by the SIMBAD project in France. Cur-
rently there are over 1500 US users registered. We also provid user support

by answering questions from users and handling requests for lost passwords.

During the last year we negotiated with the SIMBAD project to have a
mirror of the database here at SAO. This mirror will provide much faster ac-
cess to this database for the US users. The mirror was just recently installed

and is now operational.

We also supported a demonstration of the SIMBAD database at the meet-
ing of the American Astronomical Society in January. We shipped computer

equipment to the meeting and provided support for the demonstration ac-

tivities at the SIMBAD booth.

In return, we negotiated to have a mirror of the Astrophysics Data System
at the SIMBAD project in France. This mirror also was made operational

during the past year.

A close cooperation between the SIMBAD project and the Astrophysics
Data System provides links from the ADS to SIMBAD data and vice versa.
This cross-linking between these systems has proven to be very valuable to

the US SIMBAD users as well as users of the ADS and SIMBAD world-wide.
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